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Welcome back! We hope you had an amazing Summer holiday!         

 

This gives you some information about some of the work your children will be involved in during this term. It would be very 

difficult to detail every thing so we have just included those topics which we feel are the most relevant and those in which 

you could support your child’s learning.  

English 

 
 

We start this term with an exciting English topic- Aladdin! This will capture 

the children’s imagination. Then our English work will be related to our topic 

‘The Egyptians’. The children will be learning about newspaper articles and 

work towards composing their own.  

The children will continue their work on their grammar, punctuation and 

spelling throughout the term. Spelling tests will take place on Thursdays 

and new spellings will be given out on Fridays.  

Each week, the children will also analyse different texts in guided reading 

and progress their learning across the different reading strands. This term 

there will be a focus on finding and explaining words in context, the main 

idea of the text, how to retrieving and recording information and 

distinguishing between facts and opinions. It is important that the children 

rehearse these skills at home with their school reading books.  

 

Maths 

 

In maths, the children will be focusing on their place value skills. They will 

learn to represent, partition and order numbers to 10,000.  The children will 

also learn to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 and use these 

skills to estimate.  The second half of the term will include learning about 

addition and subtraction methods to include four-digit numbers and more 

formal methods of calculation.  

There will be a focus on becoming fluent in all times tables (up to 12 x 12) by 

the end of year 4. The children will complete the Key Stage Two 

Multiplication Check online in June which is a statutory check for primary 

schools. The purpose of the MTC is to make sure the times tables knowledge 

is at the expected level.  The children will be learning these in school, 

however another good way to prepare for this is regular practise at home (10 

minutes a day). 

 

Science 

 

Our first exciting science topic this term will be ‘Grouping and classifying 

living things’. The children will learn to group animals and plants using 

classification key. They will also learn about vertebrates and invertebrates. 

They will become plants and animal experts.  

In Autumn 2, our topic will be ‘States of matter’. The children will compare 

and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids 

or gases, observe that some materials change state when they are heated or 

cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C). Finally, they will identify the part played by evaporation 

and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation 



 

with temperature.  

There will also be some fun experiments along the way!  

History 

 

For the first half term, we will solely focus on our history skills within our 

‘Egyptians’ topic. The children will explore who the Ancient Egyptians were, 

what they did, and discuss whether Ancient Egypt deserves its reputation as 

one of the most important early civilisations. The children will study Ancient 

Egypt in the context of three other early civilisations. These are the Shang 

Dynasty of Ancient China, Ancient Sumer and the Indus Valley civilisation. At 

the end of the topic, the children collect their own sources to create a 21st 

century time capsule.  

 

Geography  

 

 

Our Autumn term 2 unit of work in Geography is ‘My World: America’. The 

children will travel the North and South American continents, and distinguish 

between the terms ‘continent’, ‘region’, ‘country’, ‘state’ and ‘city’ along the 

journey. They will use maps and atlases to make notes on cities and record 

their countries and/or states. They will compare the built environments and 

settings of the cities and, through them, identify some key regions of the 

American continents. For the Big Finish, the children will use the song ‘Route 

66’ as the stimulus for creating an illustrated, labelled and annotated map of 

the historic route. 

We can’t wait!  

 

 

Our PE sessions will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Children will come to 

school dressed for PE and remain in their kits for the whole day. Please 

ensure the children have the correct PE kit – black or burgundy shorts or 

jogging bottoms, white or burgundy t-shirt (with or without logo) and a black 

or burgundy hoodie. Children should always wear trainers for PE as plimsolls 

do not support the children’s feet. Please ensure long hair is tied back. 

Earrings must be taken out for health and safety reasons and children do 

have to be able to do this themselves. We know there are times when this is 

not possible, so in this case children should bring their own tape and cover up 

earrings themselves. 

 

We are very lucky to have such caring, welcoming staff in our Year 3/4 team. 

Mrs Fillary and Mrs Barnett will be in class supporting the children every 

day. The children are incredibly fortunate to have Mr Murrey for Music and 

Mr Culpin for PE on a Tuesday afternoon.   

 

If you have any other queries or questions about learning, please do come and 

ask or send a message via ClassDojo or email. Thank you for your continued 

support! I look forward to working with you over the next year! 

 

Miss Evans 

 


